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Archivist’s understanding of the
concept of grey literature

v' terminological confusion
v"  not literature, but archival documents

Archival document = a document that was selected for permanent preservation in the
public interest with respect to its time of origination, content, origin, external features
and permanent value given by its political, economic, legal, historical, cultural, scientific
or information significance, and was included into the archival records.

Archival fund = a set of archival documents, which originated by selection of
documents created by activity of a certain natural or legal person, state organization
unit or self-governing territorial unit.




Kinds of grey literature in archives

a) Annual reports

b) Corporate literature

c) University qualification works

d) Technical and research works, studies and projects
e) Legislative documents




What is the period since
origination of grey literature and
its deposition into archives

discarding period = a period, during which a
document must be deposited with the originator

v the most frequent discarding period is 5
years

v’ grey literature gets to archives with a certain
delay




Conditions of making grey
literature accessible in archives

only archival documents older than thirty years
and all publicly available archival documents
are accessible for inspection in Czech archives

there are exception from this provision

inspection may be denied in case the physical
condition or state of processing do not enable it




Manners of processing and
making accessible

o Archival aids:
- guide of funds
- Inventories
- catalogues
e NAH database
e www.badatelna.cz portal
e Archivist/Janus application
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