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Give old books new life! 
 

Possibilities of joining a European 

Library Network and fund raising for 

digitization 
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National Technical Library 

Prague 

Czech Republic 





Modern library in the heart      

of university campus  

New library building 

opened 09/09 2009 

Founded in 18th century 





1,2 million volumes 

20 000 customers 

560 relax places 

300 000 in open shelves 

1 million visitors a year 

1300 study places 



 

 Accessible since 
2006 

 It contains 
documents from 
various fields of 
science: 

 chemistry, 
mathematics, 
architecture, 
mechanics, 
geography, etc. 

 

NTK's historical collection 



 

 

Project 



eBooks on Demand project 

 

 EOD – A European Library Network 

 Duration May 2009 - April 2014 

 Project co-ordinator is the University and 
Regional Library of Tyrol (Innsbruck, 
Austria) 

 With contribution of European Commission 
in the Culture Programme 2007-2013 

 

 

    



eBooks on Demand project's aim 

 

 European libraries are hosting millions of 
books published from 1500 to 1900 
 

 Due to their age and value, they are often 
only accessible to users in libraries' study 
rooms 
 

 The aim of the EOD project is: provide digital 
copies of historical books in every library 
participating in EOD network 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



30 libraries 

from 12 European 
countries 

A European Library Network 

http://mapa.pivni.info/mapa_beer.GIF


 

 

Service 



eBooks on Demand service 

 

 It offers the opportunity to order high-quality 
digitization of old books online 

 

 In NTK, EOD is offered for books published 
between 1500-1911 (or public domain) 

 

 Digitized books (e-books) then belong to the 
library, which can integrate them into its 
digital library, customer gets a copy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



What is an EOD e-book? 

 

 

 

    

OCRed text 

PDF with full-text 



How to order a digitization? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 In a library's online catalogue by pressing 
„EOD – Order a digital copy“ button 

 Or in EOD search engine - 3 millions 
records from 17 European libraries 
available at one place 

 In NTK, EOD service costs 4 CZK per 
scanned page + handling fee 200 CZK 

 

 

 

    

search.books2ebooks.eu 



Digital Library of NTK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

    

K4.techlib.cz 

http://k4.techlib.cz/search/?language=en&


Fundraising for digitization 

of historical books 



Give old books new life! 

 

 Special campaign 
intended mainly for 
companies 

 Offer of books 
prepared for 
digitization with the 
same subject as 
companies' enterprise  

 Annually about 800€ 
gained for digitization 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    



 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

    

Historical books exhibitions 



Dissemination 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 EOD button at articles about old books 

                                         

 

 

 

    

eod.techlib.cz 

http://cs.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anton%C3%ADn_B%C4%9Blohoubek


Co-operation of NTK with 

specialized libraries 



Libraries co-operating with NTK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 Specialized libraries that cannot be 
regular members of EOD project for some 
reason 

 They have entered into agreement with 
NTK and offer the EOD service  

 In case of order, the digitization is 
performed in NTK 

 Library gets the original back, including 
all digital data  

 Customer pays for regular EOD service 

 

 

 

 

 

    



Overview 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 eBooks on Demand project – every library 
can join, please contact us  

 eBooks on Demand service – interesting 
service for researchers, they do not need 
to travel to your library, you will satisfy 
their needs online; moreover - digitization 
will be paid by users and your digital 
content will grow 

 EOD in NTK – sponsors are ready to 
support digitization of cultural heritage! 

 

 

 

 

 

    



Thank you! 

 

Kateřina Kamrádková 

eod@techlib.cz 

 

books2ebooks.eu 



You are welcomed to visit NTK! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Big Clean  

Recycle public sector data! 

03 November 2012 

EOD Conference  

Various Digitization Issues 

17 - 18 October 2013 


