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 a project for a new Cultural Centre in Modena 

Alessandro Bertoni 
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THE  CONTEXT 



 



 



 

HISTORY 

1753 Founded by the Duke Francesco III d’Este 

‘800   Addictions and enlargements 

‘900 Used as a modern hospital of the city 

2004     The hospital closed 

2005 – 2008    Acquired by the Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio 

                           di Modena 

 

   



2007 

2012 



 the  BIBLIOTECA  ESTENSE 

• 700.000 vols 

• 11.000 manuscripts 

• 160.000 autografi e fogli sciolti 

• 18.000 printed works of XV and XVI C. 

• 8.500 serials (600 current per.) 

• 40.000 MF 6.500 microfilms 

• 5.500 old phot. mat. 

• 3.500 AV + 

• 2.000 e+editions 

• Archives Legacies and Artworks 



the  Biblioteca  POLETTI 



the  Biblioteca  POLETTI 

• 120.000 vols :  

• Monographies and 300 Specialized Periodicals 

• 16000 vols from ‘500 to ’800 

• 4.000 engravings 

• 4.000 drawings 

• 1.000 maps 

• SPECIAL COLLECTION  

• Artist Books, Donations,  Arch. Archives 



 

2009   Start in July with a public notice 

     October - Selection of 15 group on 59 requests of participation 

2010   May - Selection of the  finalist  

            June - Presentation of the winning idea to the city 

            July Exhibition of the 15 design sketches 

2010   October - Preliminary Project Design completed 

2011   December - Construction Project Design completed 

2012   Approval phase and Working Drawing Redaction   

PROJECT  COMPETITION http://santagostino.
modena.it/sago/ 



 

• Gae AULENTI Architetti Associati, Milano  

• CONSORZIO LEONARDO, Modena  

• Studio Doglioni e Daminato, Belluno 

 
• Library consultants – prof. Giovanni Solimine,  dr. Alessandro Bertoni 

THE  TEAM 



interview with  

GAE AULENTI 
as on the web 

 

http://santagostino.modena.it/sago/ 



REUSING  EXISTING BUILDINGS 



 

 

 

EXIBITIONS : 1200 sq m 



 

 

 

LIBRARIES : 8000 sq m 



 

 

 

CENTRE for FOTHOGRAPHY & IMAGES  : 2000 sq m 



 

 

 

UNIVERSITY  CENTRE  for  LANGUAGES  &  INTERNATIONALIZATION   : 2600 sq m 



 

 

 

COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES  &  GUEST QUARTERS : 3700 sq m 



 

 

 

COMMON  SPACES : Atrium – Auditorium – Foyer etc.  : 2500 sq m 



 

 

 

EXIBITIONS 

LIBRARIES 

OLD PHARMACY 

COMMON SPACES 

LANGUAGE  Acad. Centre 

PHOTOGRAPHY  Centre COMMERCIAL  ACTIVITIES &  
GUEST  QUARTERS 



NEW  BUILDING  UNITS  



NEW  BUILDING  UNITS  

• THE  GRAN  CORTILE 

• TWO  BOOK  TOWERS 

• REBUILDED  UNIT 

• THE SECOND COURT  



PERMEABILITY 



Restauro ES 
 

RESTORING 

e.g. 



RESTORING 

e.g. 



REUSING  OLD  SHELVES 













REUSING  (reinventing)  OLD SPACES 



 



First  

HOSPITAL   

BUILDING 

 

Started 

In 1753 

Map of the  

end of the 

XVIII  Century 
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“GRAN  CORTILE” 



 





OLD FUNCTIONS (C&P) and NEW FACILITIES 



 



• More seats, more place 

• Open Access also to special collections 

• 800.000 vols stored in the authomated deposit 

• RFID technology adopted 

• Supplementary reading room outside the library 

• Manuscript room and Rare room (controlled) 

• Conference Room (inside) Auditorium (common) 

• Spaces for learning activities 

• … 

The  TWO-LIBRARIES  CENTRE  



• Unique access to both the libraries 

• Unified management ot the SA complex 

• Common facilities, services and 

• Cooperation, convergence, synergy with 
others centres and istitutions 

• Integrated exibitions (3 levels)  

• In general + soustainability (energy savings 
and more economical management 

INNOVATION  and  SUSTAINABLE GROWTH 





http://santagostino.modena.it/sago/ 

bertoni @ unive.it 

finally… arrivederci a Modena 

http://santagostino.modena.it/sago/

